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Distribution of Grants by Field-Specific Recipient Type and Size of Foundation, circa 2010 

 

 100 Largest Foundations 1,230 Other Foundations

Recipient Type
Dollar

Amount %
No. of

Grants %
Dollar

Amount %
No. of

Grants %
Arts and Culture Organizations $ 1,064,074 9.4 6,017 11.8 $ 1,159,901 12.6 13,734 13.5

   Arts/Humanities Organizations 207,356 1.8 1,753 3.4 256,515 2.8 3,608 3.5

   Media Organizations 158,123 1.4 746 1.5 94,977 1.0 1,263 1.2

   Museums/Historical Societies 400,223 3.5 1,667 3.3 517,274 5.6 4,105 4.0

   Performing Arts Groups 298,372 2.6 1,851 3.6 291,135 3.2 4,758 4.7

Churches/Temples 113,045 1.0 1,474 2.9 264,644 2.9 3,704 3.6

Educational Institutions 3,351,577 29.5 12,094 23.7 2,869,861 31.3 22,599 22.2

   Colleges & Universities 1,785,792 15.7 5,301 10.4 1,595,738 17.4 9,019 8.9

   Educational Support Agencies 747,478 6.6 2,947 5.8 469,468 5.1 4,614 4.5

   Graduate Schools 231,287 2.0 490 1.0 182,703 2.0 932 0.9

   Junior/Community Colleges 46,127 0.4 226 0.4 63,299 0.7 647 0.6

   Libraries 87,102 0.8 217 0.4 39,096 0.4 616 0.6

   Schools 453,792 4.0 2,913 5.7 519,557 5.7 6,771 6.7

Environment/Animal-related 
Organizations

651,110 5.7 2,569 5.0 454,423 5.0 5,989 5.9

   Animal/Wildlife Agencies 88,822 0.8 535 1.0 119,794 1.3 1,407 1.4

   Environmental Agencies 562,288 4.9 2,034 4.0 334,629 3.6 4,582 4.5

Hospitals/Health Care Organizations 1,952,428 17.2 4,818 9.4 1,239,186 13.5 11,592 11.4

   Disease-Specific Health Associations 154,961 1.4 694 1.4 97,073 1.1 1,844 1.8

   Hospitals/Medical Care Facilities 616,896 5.4 1,600 3.1 515,241 5.6 4,115 4.0

   Medical Research Organizations 88,456 0.8 302 0.6 153,811 1.7 683 0.7

   Mental Health Agencies/Hospitals 63,285 0.6 610 1.2 99,571 1.1 1,778 1.7

   Public/General Health Organizations 1,028,829 9.0 1,612 3.2 373,490 4.1 3,172 3.1

Human Service Organizations 1,195,579 10.5 13,241 26.0 1,521,522 16.6 28,465 28.0

   Human Services Agencies 1,022,371 9.0 10,728 21.0 1,157,466 12.6 22,403 22.0

   Recreation Organizations 54,159 0.5 761 1.5 140,010 1.5 1,999 2.0

   Youth Development Organizations 119,049 1.0 1,752 3.4 224,046 2.4 4,063 4.0

International Organizations1 835,082 7.3 1,863 3.7 275,866 3.0 2,200 2.2

Public Affairs/Society Benefit 
Organizations

1,804,454 15.9 8,206 16.1 1,254,761 13.7 12,305 12.1

   Civil Rights Groups1 177,428 1.6 875 1.7 111,810 1.2 1,430 1.4

   Community Improvement 
Organizations

543,211 4.8 3,317 6.5 314,943 3.4 4,194 4.1

   Federated Funds 144,802 1.3 1,321 2.6 329,228 3.6 2,738 2.7

   Philanthropy Organizations 530,476 4.7 1,161 2.3 238,473 2.6 1,503 1.5

   Public Administration Agencies 408,537 3.6 1,532 3.0 260,307 2.8 2,440 2.4

Science Organizations 295,186 2.6 375 0.7 85,701 0.9 648 0.6

Social Science Organizations 110,661 1.0 359 0.7 45,781 0.5 419 0.4

Unspecified 478 0.0 6 0.0 498 0.0 15 0.0

           Total Grants $ 11,373,674 100.0 51,022 100.0 $ 9,172,145 100.0 101,670 100.0

Source: The Foundation Center, 2012. Dollar figures are in thousands; due to rounding, figures may not add up. Based on all grants of 
$10,000 or more awarded by a national sample of 1,330 larger U.S. foundations (including 800 of the 1,000 largest ranked by total giving). 
For community foundations, only discretionary grants are included. Grants to individuals are not included in the file.
1"Civil Rights Groups" includes only domestic organizations; international human rights groups are counted under "International 
Organizations."
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