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Distribution of Grants by Population Group and Size of Foundation, circa 2008 

 

 100 Largest Foundations 1,390 Other Foundations

Population Group
Dollar

Amount %
No. of

Grants %
Dollar

Amount %
No. of

Grants %

Aging/Elderly/Senior Citizens $ 122,352 0.6 945 1.4 $ 222,204 1.7 2,936 2.0

Children & Youth 2,895,167 15.0 11,811 17.1 1,795,952 13.6 27,724 18.5

Crime or Abuse Victims 135,531 0.7 1,011 1.5 131,931 1.0 2,917 1.9

Economically Disadvantaged 5,320,904 27.5 14,271 20.7 1,616,211 12.3 23,517 15.7

   Poor, Indigent--General 5,177,569 26.7 12,892 18.7 1,429,746 10.8 20,204 13.5

   Homeless 131,055 0.7 1,296 1.9 178,917 1.4 3,174 2.1

   Migrant Workers 12,280 0.1 83 0.1 7,548 0.1 139 0.1

Ethnic or Racial Minorities1 1,093,856 5.6 6,450 9.3 625,188 4.7 9,959 6.6

   General 620,482 3.2 3,440 5.0 344,733 2.6 5,093 3.4

   Asians & Pacific Islanders 36,443 0.2 362 0.5 22,881 0.2 489 0.3

   African Americans & Blacks 191,491 1.0 1,108 1.6 108,764 0.8 1,769 1.2

   Hispanics & Latinos 107,761 0.6 982 1.4 88,032 0.7 1,671 1.1

   Native Americans 56,892 0.3 213 0.3 43,173 0.3 642 0.4

   Indigenous Peoples 43,959 0.2 180 0.3 10,051 0.1 172 0.1

   Other Minorities 36,827 0.2 165 0.2 7,554 0.1 123 0.1

Gays or Lesbians 19,387 0.1 231 0.3 34,863 0.3 509 0.3

Immigrants & Refugees 199,283 1.0 1,045 1.5 103,869 0.8 1,498 1.0

Men & Boys 198,022 1.0 966 1.4 187,046 1.4 2,845 1.9

Military & Veterans 23,034 0.1 144 0.2 38,354 0.3 457 0.3

Offenders & Ex-Offenders 82,118 0.4 532 0.8 50,475 0.4 886 0.6

People with AIDS 413,830 2.1 539 0.8 88,356 0.7 1,000 0.7

People with Disabliities 221,156 1.1 2,016 2.9 447,185 3.4 6,765 4.5

People with Terminal Illness 8,468 0.0 93 0.1 27,682 0.2 515 0.3

Single Parents 13,932 0.1 99 0.1 7,784 0.1 222 0.1

Substance Abusers 67,011 0.3 338 0.5 56,954 0.4 1,094 0.7

Women & Girls 1,413,318 7.3 3,387 4.9 491,397 3.7 7,637 5.1

Not Specified/General Public 7,133,357 36.8 25,213 36.5 7,255,871 55.0 59,603 39.7

Source: The Foundation Center, 2010. Dollar figures in thousands. Figures represent only grants awarded to groups that could be identified 
as serving specific populations or grants whose descriptions specified a benefit for a specific population. These figures do not reflect giving 
benefiting these groups. In addition, grants my benefit multiple population groups, e.g., a grant for homeless children, and would therefore be 
counted more than once. Based on all grants of $10,000 or more awarded by a national sample of 1,490 larger U.S. foundations. For 
community foundations, only discretionary grants are included. Grants to individuals are not included in the file.
1Coding for these groups generally includes "domestic" populations. Overseas grants are only coded for ethnic or racial minorities if they 
specifically mention a benefit for a particular minority group.
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